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treatment of détainees worldwide; indeed, Senator Leahy sent a
lettei to me some months ago seeking Administration
clarification on this very issue that has to be responded to,
and more such letters are sure to come now. Moreaver, as you
are well aware, in the wake of the Abu Gharaib revelations, the
International Committee of ‘the Red Cross (ICRC) is pressing for
an Administration response to two letters it sent earlier this
year asking specific and pointed questions about the treatment
accorded particular detainees to whom the ICRC has not been
granted access--including KSM and other HVDs who remain in CIA
custody and who have been interrogated under the Program. At
_the same time, \

1.4(c) . . ‘the media (beginning with[ |
: : | has
begun to| |[report on the Administration’s
o _iniﬁerﬂTt1onpractlces outside of the Iraq arena, to include
1.4(c) l aspects of the Program. :
K. TTSL | Finally, T am concerned because in
recent days the Office of Legal Counsel (OLC) of the Department

1'4«» - of Justice has equivocated on one of the bedrock legal
principles we understoed to have been established up to now--
.that the Program is not at odds with the Administration’s
pollcy, stated in a.letter to Senator Leahy last year. §§®we11 a51
in White" House publlc statement Ehmtwgt 1§“US pﬁﬁlcy to“treat
all detalneesﬁand'conduct‘aglglnterrogatlons, wherever they may ...
: occur,«%pag‘manner on; tents ‘withgthe US‘Const1tut1on “If the¥
OLC is mow willing only to :say that the, Constltutlon does not
apply to aliens, overseas; then L. belleve the Pr1nc1pals need to
know: that;” especxally since that“was a key ‘part of the Program
briefing the Principals were ‘given lastiyear.

6. 1 Given all of this increased scrutiny
" now upon us in the wake of the recent revelations about

treatment of prisoners in Iraq and all of the questions the
Administration is being asked, I strongly believe that the
Administration needs to now review its previous legal and policy
p051t10ns w1th respect to detainees to assure that we all speak
in a united and unambiguous voice about the continued wisdom and
efficacy of those pos;tlons in light of the current controvers,
I believe 'just. as strongly that I ‘have an’ obligation to all of
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ot Lhe o offlcers Ainvolved in. the ongoing war agalnst terrorlsm
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~--inc]';udir1_g those giving their unstinting efforts towards
locating, capturing, and interrogating terrorist. 1eaders¥—to
vensure that the activities that they are conducting continue to
‘have the full legal and policy backing of their leaders in
government. For all of these reasons, I respectfully request a
Principals Meeting at the earliest oppértunity to rev:.ew and -
: reaffu:m the Program in all of its aspects.
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